
 

 

 

Environmental activism in schools receives StarHub boost 

Info-communications provider to title-sponsor SEC’s School Green Awards with S$450k 

 

Singapore, 12 Feb 2015 – The Singapore Environment Council (SEC) marked its 20th anniversary with 

the signing of one of its largest sponsorship deals in its 20 years of establishment. The deal inked 

today with StarHub will see the info-communications company title-sponsor the SEC’s annual School 

Green Awards (SGA) for three years starting from 2015.  

 

StarHub has been collaborating with the SEC on the SGA since 2014 and will provide $150,000 

annually in cash for the duration of their title-sponsorship of the SGA.  

 

A Memorandum of Agreement was signed between the two parties today in conjunction with the 

launch of the SGA 2015 at MINDS Fernvale Gardens School. Dr Vivian Balakrishnan, Minister for the 

Environment and Water Resources, witnessed the ceremony and also launched the programme to 

kick-start the annual environmental awards programme for schools. Please refer to Annex A for the 

list of various award categories.  

 

"The Singapore Environment Council is pleased to welcome StarHub as the title sponsor of our 

annual School Green Awards. StarHub’s support will enable the SGA to strengthen its outreach and 

education to students at all levels of education, and this sponsorship clearly highlights StarHub’s 

commitment to the environmental cause in Singapore. We are also pleased to welcome back Paseo 

as a sponsor of the SGA, and I am confident that the involvement of StarHub and Paseo will help 

elevate the significance of the SGA as a key platform to educate, encourage and engage young 

Singaporeans to take personal responsibility for Singapore’s environmental future, and is a prime 

example of how private organisations can work with us to play a part in advocating 

environmentalism in Singapore,” said Ms Isabella Loh, Chairman of the Singapore Environment 

Council.  

 



 

The SEC received 344 submissions last year from schools for the annual School Green Awards 

programme, an increase from the 327 submissions in 2013 – an impressive growth compared to the 

mere 28 submissions received in its pilot year in 2001, when SGA was originally introduced as ‘How 

Green Is Your School?’ programme.  

 

“The preservation of our environment is everyone’s responsibility,” stated Mr Tan Tong Hai, Chief 

Executive Officer, StarHub. “While it is important for adults to preserve our earth for the youth, it is 

equally essential that the young learn to maintain their inheritance for future generations. Through 

the School Green Awards, StarHub hopes to empower the youth in Singapore to proactively take 

care of our planet. After all, it is the only one that we have.” 

 

To encourage more school-going youths in Singapore to take on environmental stewardship, the 

awards programme was extended to pre-schoolers in 2013, and to tertiary students in institutes of 

higher learning (IHLs) in 2014. This extended outreach to students in Singapore ensures that 

environmental awareness can be inculcated among students throughout their entire time spent in 

schools, from pre-school up to tertiary education. This year, the SEC targets to reach out to all 

schools in Singapore through its SGA programme and will be assisted in its efforts by key government 

agencies including the Ministry of Environment and Water Resources, National Environment Agency, 

PUB – the national water agency, the Land Transport Authority, the National Climate Change 

Secretariat, and the Walt Disney Company (South East Asia). 

 

And with a submission received from an overseas school, the DAV Public School in Sahibabad, India, 

in 2014, "the outreach and recognition of the programme transcends local boundaries to schools 

overseas. It is a reflection of how environmental stewardship among school students is gaining 

momentum in other parts of Asia, where environmental protection and conservation takes a 

backseat as many countries push for economic growth,” added Ms Loh.  

 

"We want to nurture, inspire and encourage students to take on greater ownership of the 

environment they live and play in, and in doing so, advancing the cause of environmental protection. 

It is important not just to inculcate environmental awareness at a young age, but to sustain it through 

a period of time. This is where the SGA comes in and which is in line with SEC’s ENVision campaign 



launched last year to drive home the message of Care, Ownership and Responsibility to our home, 

community and environment” said Ms Loh. 

 

 ABOUT THE SEC-STARHUB 

SCHOOL GREEN AWARDS 

The SEC-StarHub School Green Awards is a simple environmental programme for all schools in 
Singapore. Students work together in teams to review their school and submit results together with 
a report on their environmental efforts. Through this, students gain a better understanding on the 
environmental impact of their actions. In addition, students participate in environmental 
programmes and activities to raise awareness within communities and organisations. 
With a holistic approach to encourage continuous improvement, this programme addresses issues 
such as waste minimisation, resource conservation and greening of the school grounds. It 
encourages schools to take on greater ownership in their environmental activities and management. 
Based on the results, schools qualify for one of four awards - the Palm, Hibiscus, Orchid or the top 
level Lotus Award. A Lotus Sustained Achievement Award is given to schools which receive the Lotus 
Award for at least three times consecutively. 
 

ABOUT THE SINGAPORE ENVIROMENT 

COUNCIL 

 
Established in 1995, the Singapore Environment Council (SEC) is an independently managed, non-
profit and non-government organisation (NGO). We influence thinking on sustainability issues and 
coordinate environmental efforts in Singapore. We are also an approved charity and offer tax 
exemption to donors. 
  
SEC continuously engages all sectors of the community by formulating and executing a range of 
holistic programmes, such as the Singapore Environmental Achievement Awards, Asian 
Environmental Journalism Awards, School Green Awards, Green Champions, Singapore Green 
Labelling Scheme, Project: Eco-Office, Project: Eco-Shop and Project: F&B. In addition, we build a 
pool of committed volunteers under our Earth Helpers programme. 
  
The SEC has also incorporated a new Training & Education arm to provide the people, public and 
private sectors with the opportunity to develop awareness, knowledge, skills and tools in order to 
protect and improve our environment for a sustainable future. 
  
Strong partnerships with corporations, government agencies and other NGOs are valued by us. 
These partnerships are vital for sustaining our programmes, leading to positive action and change. 
Over the years, SEC has given strength and direction to the environmental movement in Singapore. 
 

 @SECSingapore  SingaporeEnvironmentCouncil  SECSingapore  

http://twitter.com/SECSingapore


 

 

ABOUT STARHUB 

StarHub is Singapore's fully-integrated info-communications company, offering a full range of 

information, communications and entertainment services for both consumer and corporate 

markets. StarHub operates a mobile network that provides 4G, 3G and 2G services. It also manages 

an island-wide HFC network that delivers multi-channel pay TV services (including HDTV, Internet TV 

and on-demand services) as well as ultra-high speed residential broadband services. StarHub 

operates an extensive fixed business network that provides a wide range of data, voice and 

wholesale services. Over Singapore’s fibre-based Next Generation Nationwide Broadband Network, 

StarHub offers a broad range of home and business broadband plans along with a host of advanced 

media-rich value-added services, such as IPTV for commercial entities. 

 

Launched in 2000, StarHub has become one of Singapore's most innovative info-communications 

providers, and the pioneer in 'hubbing'—the ability to deliver unique integrated and converged 

services to all its customers. StarHub, listed on the main board of the Singapore Exchange since 

October 2004, is a component stock of the Straits Times Index and the MSCI Singapore Free Index. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Annex A 

SEC-StarHub School Green Awards Criteria 

Name Criteria 

 

Schools with a score of greater than or equal to 

70% but less than 85% will receive the Palm Award. 

The school will receive bonus points for performing 

either (or both) of the following: 

 Listed as an adopter under PUB's Our 
Waters Adoption programme 

 Participated in one of the ABC Waters 
Learning Trails 

 

Schools with scores greater than or equal to 85% 

but less than 90% will receive the Hibiscus Award. 

The school will receive bonus points for performing 

either (or both) of the following: 

 Listed as an adopter under PUB's Our 
Waters Adoption programme 

 Participated in one of the ABC Waters 
Learning Trails 

 

Schools with scores greater than or equal to 90% 

but less than 95% will receive the Orchid Award. 

The school must provide evidence of having 

showcased at least one innovative environmental 

project. 

The school will also receive bonus points for 

performing either (or both) of the following: 

 Listed as an adopter under PUB's Our 
Waters Adoption programme 

 Participated in one of the ABC Waters 
Learning Trails 

 

Schools with a score of 95% and above will receive 

the Lotus Award. 

The school must show evidence of both of the 

following: 

 showcased at least one innovative 
environmental project; and, 



 participated in an external activity to 
promote Singapore's sustainability 

The school will also receive bonus points for 

performing either (or both) of the following: 

 Listed as an adopter under PUB's Our 
Waters Adoption programme 

 Participated in one of the ABC Waters 
Learning Trails 

 

Achieved on third consecutive Lotus award 

 

Preschools with scores greater than or equal to 

50% will receive the Daisy Award 

 

Achieved on third consecutive Daisy award 

 

For more information on the SGA, please visit: http://sec.org.sg/sga/ 


